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The  Ontario  cbnstruction  industry  has  adopted  this  Code  of  Practice  relating  to  the  3Rs  of  waste 
management:  REDUCE,  REUSE  and  RECYCLE.  This  Code  will  give  the,  construction  industry 
a  point  of  reference  from  which  to  coordinate  its  activities.  The  Code  demonstrates  the  commitment 
to  working  toward  sustainable  development,  recognizing  the  need  to  balance  environmental  and 
economic  considerations.  The  Code  outlines  the  commitment  of  the  Ontario  construction  industry  to 
responsible  management  of  its  waste  stream  and  material  resources.  The  Code  is  not  intended  to  be. 
a  comprehensive  document  establishing  a  construction  industry  standard  for  the  3Rs  of  waste 
management. 

The  Ontario  construction  industry  will  promote  strategies  to  rfeduce  the  amount  of  waste  being  sent 
to  landfill.  This  commitment  goes  beyond  simple  compliance  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law:  it 
involves  a  commitment  to  leadership  by  taking  the  initiative  to  employ  advanced  material 
management  tedmiques. 

Construction  industry  members  are  encouraged  to  consider  implementing  the  followdng  principles  and 
initiatives  to  the" extent  practical,  recognizing  members'  individual  business  and  operating  constraints: 

REDUCE    -y  ■.■:;V^>\;>: 

■*  promote  the  Ontario  .construction  industry's  commitment  to  reduce  the  waste  stream; 

*  incorporate  3Jls  waste  management  considerations  into  the  preplanning  of  projects; 

*  investigate  construction  techniques,  tedinologies  and  design  vMdi  produce  less  waste; 

*  •      target  factors  which  contribute' to  excessive  waste  generation;  - 

*  '    consider  purchasing  options  that  mfaiimize  packaging  and  product  waste; 

*  ptu:chase  construction  materials  in  dinieosion^  and  quantities  to  satisfy  project  requirements; 
and  '  ■•'     .■■..■.■■'■.■.".■• 

*  avoid  damage  of  construction  inaterials  by  proper  on-site  handling  and  storage. 

REUSE 

*  consider  methods  of  reusing  materials  on-site  where  appropriate; 

*  separate  materials  on-site  for  reuse  purposes  where  appropriate; 

* ,  strip  reusable  materials  out  of  buildings  during  demolition  and  renovation  if  practical;  and 
"?  network  locally  to  identify  markets  for  reusable  materials. 

RECYCLE 

*  investigate  methods  of  recycling  material  resources; 

*  separate  materials  on-site  for  recycling  purposes  where  practical; 

*  use  recycled-content  and  recyclable  construction  materials; 

*  cooperate  with  private  and  government  initiatives  to  divert  recyclables  from  disposal; 

*  be  knowledgable  of  local  recycling  facilities  and  teclinologies;  and 

*  network  locally  to  identify  markets  for  recyclable  materials. 
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